Honourable Sirs,

We address you to join the international and national movements of protests against the dolphins facilities of Manati Park Bavaro - which since its establishment has been criticised by experts and visitors alike concerning the conditions the dolphins are kept: Small and barren cement captive pools, the quality of the water, lack of refuge or sanctuary facilities, etc. But of particular concern is the handling of the Swim with Dolphins Program by which the dolphins have intense hours of interactions with visitors and due to its cruel outline have shown already aggressive behaviour against some tourists. Also the mortality rate of dolphins at this facility is horrendous.

Tour Operators and Hotels stopped co-operation and international media aired shocking reports. We are outraged about the fact, that despite the poor living conditions and extreme level of exploitation of the dolphins during the swim program in August 2002 Manati Park used an illegal permit and captured further eight dolphins in national waters, which violates Law 64-00 as well the regulations of the Parque Nacional del Este, which is a specially protected area. It is unacceptable that up to now nobody knows where the eight dolphins are being held and that the park is allowed to refuse any information. 
 
We - the Undersigned - would therefore herewith support the efforts of the local communities of Bayahibe to free the dolphins of Manati Park Bavaro and urgently ask that this mistreatment has to be stopped immediately and Manati Park is no longer allowed to make money out of the suffering of animals. We ask that the remaining dolphins are returned to the areas from which they were captured or rehabilitated in a natural environment.

Sincerely - Name - Address
